
 

PUBLIC SWIMMING POOLS 

 
LIFEGUARD DUTIES / MINIMUM NUMBER OF LIFEGUARDS 

 

 

LIFEGUARD DUTIES 

 
Lifeguards on duty at a public swimming pool shall: 

(OAC 3701-31-04E4e) 

 

1) Be capable swimmers and be able to perform all lifeguarding tasks authorized by their 

certification; 

2) Be responsible for the safety of bathers within the designated area of responsibility, and 

be able to reach a person in the area within 20 seconds;  

3) Have a clear and unobstructed view of the pool bottom and areas under supervision; 

4) Be similarly attired and readily identifiable by bathers and other lifeguards; 

5) Be prepared to immediately enter the water; 

6) Not engage in swimmer instruction or coaching while on duty; 

7) Have on their person a rescue tube and a CPR pocket mask; 

8) Have a current and valid certification in lifeguard, CPR, and First Aid training. 

9) Scan the area of responsibility every 20 seconds. 

10) Maintain supervisor to prevent patrons from entering the closed portions of the pool. 

11) Enforce the posted rules. 

12) Dispatcher for a slide must remain in continual visual or verbal contact with the 

lifeguard in the landing area. 

 

 

 

REQUIRED MINIMUM NUMBER OF LIFEGUARDS 
 

Lifeguards shall supervise or observe designated areas of the facilities in accordance with the 

following: 

(OAC 3701-31-04E4a) 

 

1) Pool size:   1-1999 sq. ft.    with 1-50 bathers  0 Guards 

2) Pool size:   1-1999 sq. ft.   with 50-150 bathers  1 Guard 

3) Pool size:   2000-5999 sq. ft.   with 1-50 bathers  1 Guard 

4) Pool size:   2000-5999 sq. ft.  with 51-150 bathers  2 Guards 

5) Pool size:   2000-3999 sq. ft.  with >150 bathers  2 Guards 

6) Pool size:   4000-5999 sq. ft.  with >150 bathers  3 Guards 

7) There must be at least 1 Guard at pools with a diving board or a zero entry 

8) Pools with slides:      10 ft. high – dispatcher at the top 

9) Pools with slides:      25 ft. high – an additional Guard at bottom 
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